a 


J 


ap ose 
ties; 


lila 
(Wee 9) 


“A 


fe 


THE 
LIBRARY 


WORLD 


Published Mid-Monthly. 


PusLic LIBRARIES AND Discount (By A Bookseller) 
Tue Pusiic Liprary AND Book Supply 
(By Edward Green) 
Tue “ Form TABLE ” SCHEME OF Book CLASSIFICATION 
(By L. A. Burgess) 
LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS 
LrBrRARY NEws 
PERSONAL NEWS ... 
OBITUARY ... 
REVIEWS 
LrBrRarY ASSOCIATION, Loxpon AND Hous Counties 
BRANCH 
CORRESPONDENCE ... 


Vol. XXVII. No. 322. May. 
New Series, 226, 1925. 
One Shilling & Twopence Annual 12/6 
Net. Postage 1/- extra. 
CONTENTS. 
EDITORIAL .. 
THE Puatic. Lreraky AND THE 
(By J. P. Lamb) 


BBN BE 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 51 Gt. Russell St. 
LON DON, W.C. 1 


if 


rs 


oF 


Batered at the New York Post Office as Second Class Matter, ay 
> 
: 
4 
a 
= 
| 
| 
q 
| 
a 


MUDIE'S BINDING WiLA STAND. CIRCULATION. 


BRANCHES OF. LIBRARY BIND Me 


MUDIE’S USE ONCY ONE QUALIEY MATERIAL—ThE 
MUDIE'S. EMPLOY SKIEL CRAFTSMEN. RE ARE 


CARRIED OVT BY A,SPECIAL STAFF. REPAINED FOR THIS. 


WORK. 
MUDIE’S GUARANTBE TO DELIVER: ALL WORK TO 
MUDIE'S PAY CARRIAGE ON, TWELVE OK MORE vOLUMES. 


LIBRARIANS AND: BOORSELBERS “ARE > INVITED TO <NSPHET 
LARGE STOCKS OF SECOND-HAND. BOOKS LY ALL CLASSES OP. 


LITERATURE: ALWAYS ON. VEEW AE THEIR HEAD 
CATALOGUES: FREE ON APREIGATION... 


REGISTER YOUR NAME NOW. FOR: BARLY secONp-HAND 


MUDIE’S SELECT GIBRARY; LIMITED: 


“ THE PREMIER LIBRARY.” 
BOOKSINDERS FOR OVER 


HEAD OFFICE : 30/34, New Oxferd Street, ‘London, Wed 


= 


Classification Signs, Guides, étc;'| 
of all descriptione, can be obtained 
from us at Keenéat Prices. 
LIBRARIANS visiting ‘London should inot | 


GRAFT ON & co. 


Coptic: House; $1 GREAT RUSSELL | 


‘PUBLIC: LIBRARY ‘AND: TRADE. BOOKBINDERS 


mUDIE’®? BEING LIBRARIANS. ARE EXPERTS “IN 


4 
a 
: 
| 
x 
Se 
| 
ve 
he 
> 
P 
4 
e+ 
= 3 
4 on 
‘oii 


EDITORIAL. 


Ir is rarely possible to place on record expressions of apprecia- 
tion concerning Municipal Libraries. More often than not remarks 
are heard about these institutions being an incubus and a burden 
on the rates, merely the haunts of loungers, and so forth. A public- 
spirited citizen has, however, come forward at Halifax, and in a 
most interesting leader in the local paper has paid a splendid tribute 
to the library service of that town. Speaking of the public libraries, 
he says: ‘ But in one respect we really do lead, and strangely 
enough it is the one thing that our local patriots rarely mention, 

thaps because the subject is outside their sphere. I refer to our 

unicipal Libraries, which I believe are the finest, or certainly 
among the finest, in the country; and as I like to be patriotic 
when I can, and would rather speak well than ill of anything or 
anybody, I propose to pay a little tribute to these institutions. 
But just let me say that if we have finer libraries in Halifax than 
many much larger places possess, we owe it almost entirely to our 
Chief Librarian and those who work under him.” 


* * * * 


We hope to publish in our Ji.ne issue a very interesting article 
on the ‘‘ Library Movement in Ireland ’’ from the pen of Fr. Steven 
J. Brown, S.J. Fr. Brown has worked with wonderful energy for 
many years in order to extend the number and influence of Public 
Libraries in Ireland. It appears that there is a certain amount of 
disagreement there as to whether it 1s a good thing or not that the 
people should be well provided with Libraries, and it is extra- 
ordinary to find that in these enlightened days no agreement exists 
on this point. Our readers, we feel sure, will be extremely interested 
in hearing Fr. Brown’s views as they are entirely on the side of 
enlightenment, his aim being to bring the Libraries into close 
touch with life at every point, with schools, with civic life, with 
the local lecture hall, with clubs and societies and even with the 
pulpit itself. 
* * * * 

The most recent Library to be opened in Dublin is The Central 
Catholic Library, which speciilises in Catholic books but is not 
reserved to Catholics, and this is intended to form the largest 
Ilection of Catholic books available to the General Public. The 
library has been opened in Hawkins Street, Dublin, and the general 
reader will find much that is instructive and informative to guide 
him in picking out from a large mass of Catholic literature the 
kind which may be of most use to him. 


* * * * 


Newspapers in America have been booming the Library and 
Adult Education and the following paragraph throws an interesting 
light on the aims of the American Library Association. Miss 
Ahern, editor of Public Libraries, reported that this particular 
note was about the thousandth of those that have appeared. 

“To dispel the melancholy belief that grown-up men and 
women have nothing left to learn, and to diffuse throughout all 
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countries, and in every section and society, the sense of wonder 
and curiosity and the gift of mutual sympathy and companion- 
ship which add so much to the meaning of life.” Of course, there 
are many men and women who do not try to go on learning because 
they do not consider it necessary and have no interest in learning 
new things. Such people, however, do not move the world forward 
and lose out in the field of constructive accomplishment. 


In contrast to this group, there are many others who do go 
on learning, who keep their interest in fellow human beings, in 
education and in the world, fresh and growing. Some of these 
might make their own educational opportunities. Others need 
Just such assistance as the American Library Association wants 
to give when it enlarges its sphere of usefulness from that of lender 
of books to that of teacher and guide. Without becoming a formal 
educational institution, a library generously supplements the 
work of schools, homes and churches.” 


* 


The recent undoubted improvement in publishers’ catalogues 
makes them subtly attractive and, therefore, rather dangerous if 
read indiscriminately. The psychological effect of such words as 
magnificent,” epoch-making,” “ courageous,” “ original,’ and 
** thought-provoking,” is very great, and the publishers know it. 
They are to be congratulated on producing nowadays catalogues 
which arrest and interest. But books should not be selected, for 
public libraries at any rate, from such catalogues without the most 
careful discrimination, and the recognition that such words as we 
have used above bear a different interpretation in publishers’ 
catalogues from that which they possess in orthodox manuals of 
literary history and criticism. 


* * * * 


There is some question of the revision of the hours in public 
libraries. During the war in many places the hours of public service 
were slightly curtailed ; and now, not unnaturally, there is some 
sort of a demand for a return to the longer pre-war hours. The 
matter should receive most sympathetic consideration, as the earnest 
librarian naturally desires that his library shall render the fullest 
service. It is fair to say, however, that the working hours of the 
population at large have been considerably reduced, and there 
does not appear to be any justification for keeping libraries open 
until 10 at night. On the other hand, it may be politic in some 
towns to do so. We shall be glad to hear our readers’ views on the 


matter. 
* 


The subject of allowing discounts to Public Libraries has once 
again come to the fore and a conference of Librarians was recently 
held in London on this matter. Believing the subject to be of interest 
to all librarians, we publish in this issue articles giving both sides 
of the question. We publish these articles wholly and solely as a 
matter of professional interest. 


Tue Lisrary Worip 227 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND THE BOOKSELLER 


By J. P. Lams, Deputy Chief Librarian, Sheffield Public Libraries. 
THE net book agreement of the Associated Booksellers is one of the 
many trade protection arrangements which, however altruistic a 
guise they may be made to assume by their makers, operate always 
to the disadvantage of the purchaser. The objects of this agree- 
ment are admirable from the point of view of the bookseller ; but 
the book buyer, and particularly the public librarian, finds it difficult 
to share the enthusiasm of the retail book trade for the net book rate. 
The public library, forced to purchase its books at the fixed retail 
price, has a legitimate and natural complaint against a system 
which places a purchasing power which in some large cities exceeds 
{5,000 per annum on the same level as the casual optimist who 
wastes a wanton two shillings on a week-end “ shocker.” 

The report of the Carnegie Trustees on the Public Library 
system in Great Britain and Ireland shows that in the year 1922 
no less a sum than £158,000 was expended on the purchase of books 
by public library authorities in Great Britain alone. This figure 
does not include the expenditure of the large semi-public libraries 
which would naturally be expected to share in any concessions 
which the book trade may be persuaded to allow, and it is probably 
less than the annual expenditure on books by the libraries during 
the current year. The fact that this sum was expended under 
conditions which find no parallel in other trades seems to call for 
some attempt to obtain a system which will operate more equitably 
to the public library as a purchaser of books. 

A natural effect of the net book is to force the libraries into 
the second-hand book market, and the dealer in this class of books 
has not been slow to take advantage of this fact. It would probably 
be a fair estimate to take 20 per cent. of the total book expenditure 
of public libraries as the amount diverted to the second-hand book- 
seller. On the figures quoted it means that the booksellers who deal 
solely with new books are losing a trade worth £31,000 a year, and 
it seems a business proposition to suggest that this sum should 
form a quid pro quo on the part of the public libraries for some 
concession on the net book rate. 

The shortsightedness of the present policy of the Associated 
Booksellers is made even more abundantly clear by the probabilit 
that any discount off the net book rate to libraries would entail 
no loss to the trade. There is scarcely a public library authority 
in the country which is not faced with an insistent demand for more 
books on the part of the public. It may be doubted whether there 
is a librarian or committee sufficiently reactionary, or so well pro- 
vided with new stock, to be able to divert the saving which s a 
discount would effect to purposes other than the purchase of books ; 
nor can any progressive librarian visualise a reduction in book fund 
estimates in future years. In almost every case the discount would 
result in a greater number of books being purchased by library autho- 
rities to the full extent of the authorities’ financial resources. It 
would mean that the booksellers would still obtain the £127,000 
now being spent annually by public libraries on new s, with 
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the addition of the greater portion of the £31,000 which is diverted 
to the second-hand market. And the only reasonable argument 
that the bookseller could advance against this proposition would 
be that for the expenditure of the normal annual purchase total 
of the libraries he would be put to the trouble and expense of 
handling larger quantities of books. It is obvious, however, that 
the added trade he would receive would amply compensate him 
for this minor disadvantage. 

The fear of the bookseller, and a perfectly natural and excusable 
one, is that were the subject book to come again into the market, 
the old vicious system of price cutting would reappear with its 
concomitant evils of low wages and sweated labour. But there is 
no reason why, were the principle of a special discount rate to 
libraries accepted, it should not operate as a definite scale which 
could be fixed on a pro rata basis of book expenditure. This would 
eliminate the necessity, or indeed the possibility, of competitive 
tenders. Such a system is in quite satisfactory operation in, for 
example, the sale of electric lamps, and “ ring ’’ lamps are purchased 
by large buyers with a scale of discount based on the purchases of the 
previous twelve months. There does not appear to be any in- 
superable obstacle against the application of this method to the 
book purchases of the libraries. It would result in the larger 
libraries obtaining a discount proportionate to their book expendi- 
tures, and the system would be equitable to all. A fixed scale of 
discount would obviate the danger of price cutting which the 
Associated Booksellers so naturally deplore, and doubtless a plan 
could be devised whereby offenders would be detected as easily 
as they appear to be under the rigid discipline of the trade at the 
present time. 

An alternative plan to effect a change from the present im- 
possible situation would be the adoption of a system of co-operative 
buying. Such an arrangement, if successful, would provide a 
permanent solution of the problem. 

Briefly, it is suggested that the Library Association, as repre- 
senting the library authorities of Great Britain, should organise a 
Bookselling Association which, functioning as a wholesale pur- 
chaser for all libraries in the three countries, would retail to its sub- 
scribers at wholesale rates plus a percentage addition for working 

ses, 

It is obvious that such a departure would meet with instant 
and spirited opposition from the Associated Booksellers. The 
usual procedure adopted by the retail trades in cases of this kind 
is to threaten the manufacturers that the goods of makers who 
supply firms outside the ring will not be stocked. A boycott of this 
nature is quite effective where the manufacturers are not acting 
together, or where the retailer stocks not one, but many classes of 
goods. But the book trade is differently situated. Given unanimity 
amongst publishers, the booksellers are utterly helpless. They are 
powerless to enforce any conditions. The livelihood of the book- 
seller depends quite as much on the sale of books as does that of 
the publisher. And there is this very cogent argument to add on 
the publisher’s side. A large percentage of the profit now going 


I 


Tue Lisrary 229 


into the bookseller’s pocket would be spent by the libraries on the 
purchase of more books, and the publisher would be an extremely 

man of business if this point of view did not occur to him. 
The publisher is not greatly concerned (unless by pressure from 
the retailers) with the adventures of the retail article after his 
wholesale price has been secured, provided that the retail price is 
not exceeded. And there is no doubt that the present scale of 
profit being extracted by the retailer is reacting adversely on the 
publishing houses, even if it is not having a depressing effect on 
the fortunes of the book trade as a whole. 

Whatever the difficulties, the problem of the net book rate, 
which is handicapping the public libraries very severely, requires 
careful and anxious consideration. The claim of the public libraries 
for more generous, or more business-like, treatment, is perfect 
reasonable and just, and the Associated Booksellers would do we 
to take a broader and more sympathetic view of the libraries’ case, 
if they desire to remain on good terms with one of their important 
customers. The public libraries are not quite helpless in the matter, 
and a determined boycott of booksellers dealing with new books 
is a weapon of no little value should other more reasonable efforts 
fail to secure an equitable adjustment. There are persons in the 
book trade, whose minds have failed to keep pace with the advance 
of thought and events, who affect to regard the public libraries as 
a danger to the trade. Nothing can be further from the truth. The 
gigantic issues which now pour from the printing presses year by 
year are mainly the inevitable outcome of seventy years’ unobtru- 
sive work by the public libraries in augmenting the numbers of the 
reading public, and the trade which is refusing an elementary 
justice to the libraries and at the same time ignoring an appeal to 
its own self interest might do well to ponder this fact. The interests 
of the vendors of books and those who largely create the demand 
for them are not necessarily antagonistic: rather are they com- 
plementary ; and the increasing issues of books from the public 
libraries are reflected in the larger sales over the bookseller’s counter. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND DISCOUNT 


By A BooksELLER. 
Tue first charge to be repudiated by the bookseller is that which 
condemns him as a profiteer. 

The onlooker is not in a position to estimate justly the extremely 
heavy overhead expenses that are necessary to run a book business 
successfully and in the best interests of customers. To enumerate 
a few items only :— 

(1) The number of employees required to deal with even a 

small turnover. 

(2) The heavy stock to be carried, the value of which is rarely 
turned over more than twice in a year and often not that, 
if the question of stock is not very carefully studied. 

(3) Dead stock, which the bookseller hesitates to sell at a loss ; 

often very considerable. 
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(4) The present-day wages bill, which, as assistants now earn 
from f2 to £4 10s. per week (pre-war, 20s. to 30s), in- 
variably amounts to about 10 per cent. of the turnover. 

Reckoning the average rate of discount given by publishers 
to be 25 per cent. we have, say, 15 per cent. left, of which librarians 
want to take 10 per cent., leaving us with 5 per cent. for our over- 
head costs. Rent and taxes alone with many of us absorbs the 
whole of this so that we should have to issue catalogues, pay all 
other expenses and finally get a profit out of nothing. 

It is often stated that we buy our books at 33} per cent. dis- 
count, which on certain classes of books and on special occasions 
we do, but usually this discount is given on subscription and stock 
orders only, the former generally involving considerable risk and 
speculation. An instance of this is Kipling’s Letters of Travel 
crown 8vo edition, of which many booksellers hold stock bought in 
1920 when the book was published; again, the Vailima Edition 
of Stevenson, published in 1922 at 40 Guineas, a bookseller friend 
bought 40 sets and a few months ago still had 20 sets left. In the 
case of stock orders we buy supplies calculated to last us from six 
to twelve months, and although usually paid for within a month 
are never all sold within twelve months, if then. 

Now it is contended that libraries are big buyers of books. 
Granted, they do buy many books, but the work involved in dealing 
with a library order is far greater than is generally imagined. An 
order is placed, say, for 500 volumes, generally speaking that is 
for 500 different titles, which means procuring them from 500 
different sources, howbeit some from the same publishers. The 
books are first looked for in the bookseller’s own stock, quite a 
big job when his stock is extensive and it may be that the books 
are stored on the top floor of the building or the basement. He will 
find, say, 200 volumes, leaving 300 titles to be written out and sent 
to the wholesaler, who perhaps supplies 200; the remaining 100 
have to be traced in order to ascertain their respective publishers, 
separate orders for each publisher written out, and collectors, who 
are paid trade union wages, sent out to collect them. Each one 
of these 300 volumes procured is purchased at a price higher than 
would have been paid if bought for stock on a traveller’s journey 
order. When the order is complete it has to be checked through, 
invoiced in detail (500 entries), packed and delivered carriage paid, 
within a few days of the receipt of the order. 

It is not unusual when dealing with replacement lists for fifty 
out of sixty books ordered from the publishers to be answered 
* out of print ’’ or “ reprinting,” thereby giving us no return what- 
soever for our labour—and this is a modest estimate, as a recent 
order gave the return of two books out of 105 ordered from 30 
publishers. This part of the business never pays the bookseller, 
especially as the publishers invariably allow only 2d. in the 1s. dis- 
count on such lines. 

The publisher is in an entirely different position. He subscrives 
a book to the bookseller, who orders, say, from six to, in the case 
of a popular book, perhaps 1,000 copies. These may be delivered 
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direct from the binders ; but in any case it is only one lot of books 
to look out, one item to invoice, and therefore the order is handled 
by far fewer people than in the case of the bookseller. 

Now is there ever one book that the libraries buy in sufficient 
quantities to influence the number to be printed? I venture to 
say, with the exception of a few specialized books, not one. Take 
a book recently published, The Life of King Edward—some book 
sellers, not wholesalers, took 500 copies, and I doubt if anything like 
this number was bought by the whole of the public libraries through- 
out the country. Such books are bought second-hand at half-price 
or less, so is it not a fallacy to state that libraries would buy new 
if they got 10 per cent. discount? King Edward’s Life published 
at 31s. 6d. would cost, say, 15s. second-hand, or a novel published 
at 7s. 6d. would cost, say, 3s. 6d. when second-hand; would a 
library receiving 10 per cent. discount pay 28s. 5d. and 6s. 9d. 
respectively for these books? If the librarian attempted to do so 
fewer books would be received into the library during the year. 

If librarians are really the conjréres of the booksellers in the 
endeavour to encourage more reading by the general public why 
should they war against us and try to reduce the very modest return 
which is now the result of our labours ? 

Would it be out of place to suggest that representatives of the 
Library Association might join in the National Book Council (a 
recently-formed body comprising Authors, Publishers and Book- 
sellers) and aim not so much at the pounds, shillings and pence of 
books as disseminating the best in literature for the benefit of the 


general public ? 


THE PUBLIC LIBRARY AND BOOK SUPPLY 
By Epwarp GREEN, Chief Librarian, Halifax Public Libraries. 
THE growing recognition of the public library, and the demands 
made upon it, are taxing its resources to the utmost. Perhaps the 
most urgent need of the moment is more money for books. In 
pre-war days, under the limited rate, most public libraries were 
starved, and the condition of many libraries now, notwithstanding 
the Act of 1919, is far from satisfactory. Few towns have yet had 
the courage to raise their library rate sufficiently ; one has only to 
1 at the tables on pp. 23 to 28 of ‘A Report on the Public 
ibrary System of Great Britain and Ireland (1921-1923),”’ pub- 
lished by the Carnegie United Kingdom Trustees, to realise this 
fact. In these tables we find a large number of important borough 
libraries attempting to continue the larger post-war work on an 
expenditure found inadequate in pre-war days. Quite a number 
of towns are still on the penny rate, whilst about the same number 
of other places have increased only to three-halfpence. Other 
towns are spending from twopence to twopence-halfpenny, a 
smaller number have ventured to threepence, but the smallest 
list of all is the one recording a rate exceeding threepence. In the 
face of these figures it is very evident that the borough libraries of 
this country are still, more or less, starved, not only as regards book 
purchases but also in other directions. As a matter of fact, public 
library authorities, with a few notable exceptions, still think and act 
in terms of the penny rate, and strong and persistent effort will be 
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necessary to remove such a fundamental disability. That this is 
possible we have the cases of the few towns last referred to, and 
additional evidence is the case of Halifax, where the current estimate 
for the upkeep of libraries and museums represents a rate of w « 
in the pound, about one penny of this amount being devoted to the 
latter service. 

The statement that no borough lib can now be adequat 
run on anything less than the product of a threepenny rate wi 
hardly be challenged, but there is evidence that relief from present 
difficulties is being sought in other directions. The old controversy, 
so fully discussed in 1907-8, of the net book system is again emerging, 
and the same arguments are offered now as then. The arguments 
for, and discussion on, preferential terms for public libraries fill 
many pages of the Library Association Record of those years, and 
the threatened establishment of a central co-operative book pur- 
chasing bureau is still “in the air.” To understand fully all that is 
involved, it is necessary to remember conditions in the book trade 
prior to the net system, when a cut-throat competition rendered it 
not worth pursuing. Unlike any other trade, the conditions which 
apply to the sale of soap and sugar are not equally applicable to 
the sale of books. Moreover, a broad survey of prevailing economic 
conditions reveals the book trade as not especially “ sheltered ’’— 
in comparison with other organised industries—but subject to 
conditions and circumstances peculiar to the trade. With the net 
system one knows exactly what the price is, is saved much chafferi 
and haggling, and can thereby devote more time to the education 
rather than the commercial aspect of library adminstration. Even 
if special discounts were conceded it is conceivable that adjustment 
of prices might be made, as is done in other trades, to meet the 

ticular need. What is really required in most public libraries is a 

ger annual appropriation which would allow of increased expen- 
diture on books. Some few libraries are getting this, others not, 
and the latter are the more numerous. In Halifax the expenditure 
upon books, apart from binding and repairs, was in 1905 £135; 
in 1915 it was {398; and for the current year it will be £1,200. 
These figures may be of service in helping others to secure the 
increased appropriations they no doubt need. 


THE “FORM TABLE ” 
SCHEME OF BOOK CLASSIFICATION 
A NEW PROPOSAL. 

By L. A. Burcess. (Continued). 


FORM TABLE. 
After the decimal point :— 
The Used in the 
symbol First decimal place signifies Second 
(INTERNAL ForM) (ExTERNAL Form) 
1 Philosophy : Collections: (a) Individual, 


Ethical aspects. Miscellanies, Ana, etc. 
Philosophic aspects. Anthologies. 
Theories. Harmonies. 

Variorum editions, etc. 


Science: 

Scientific aspects. 

Scientific treatment. 
Anthropology : 

Somatological and medical 


Education : 


and industrial appli- 
cations, etc. 


Literature and Art: 
Zsthetic aspects. 
Literary aspects. 

Applications to fine arts. 

Applications to literature. 
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Treatises : (comprehensive treat- 
ment). 
Introductions : 
Outlines and 
Charts and chronologies. 
Text-books, manuals, and school 
books. 
Essays: (non-comprehensive treat- 
ment). 
Letters, etc. 
Problems and their solution. 


Encyclopedias : (alphabetical 
arrangement). 
Encyclopedias proper and dic- 


tionaries (both comprehen- 
sive and abridged). 
Lexicons and Glossaries. 
Gazetteers, etc. 
Guides : 
Bibliographies and reading-lists. 
Catalogues and indexes. 


Museums and collections. 
Apparatus and instruments. 
Pictures of all kinds. 

Maps and atlases, plans, etc. 
Charts, etc. 


Tables, etc. 
Societies : 
Official institutions, official 


statistics. 
Universities, research stations, 


Exhibitions, etc. 
Commercial houses, etc. 


Quarterly, monthly (etc.) jour- 
nals, magazines, etc. 
Weekly & daily periodicals, etc. 


NoTE,—Summaries, Compends, S , and Indexes, etc., relating to 


individual books are classified with those 
ing them. 


, and are shelved immediately 


BIBLIOTHETIC AND OTHER SYMBOLS 
USED IN THIS SCHEME. 


Geographical Symbol=(), always used 
Introduction to the Geology 


before the 
of England F 4 (63) ‘03 


decimal-point, ¢.g., AD 


2 
3 
aspects. 
Psychological aspects. 
4 
ucational x 
Study and subject. 
Economic aspects. 
6 Law: 
Legal aspects. 
Law relating to subject. 
Synopses, concordances, etc. 
History: Iliustrations : 
etc. 
Learned Societies. 
Congresses and conferences. 
9 Periodicals : 
Year - books, calendars and 
Language Symbol=“ "’, never used before the decimal-point (except where 
used as a Bibliothetic symbol, and placed first of all), 
e.g., Latin Poetry = Y 3 “ or 53” (Bibliothetic arrangement). 
Bibliothetic Symbols (Placed above the Classification Symbol). 
br = book rarities. q = quartos. 
f = folios. r = reference books. 
j = juvenile. w = withdrawn from open-access 
ms = manuscript. shelves. 
Any special local or other collections can be similarly distinguished. 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


DeAR CALLIMACHUS, 

I thank you most heartily for saving me some brain wracking. 
Usually when I come to write to you I have either to search for a 
theme, or, more often, have so many matters upon which I desire 
to unburden myself that I cannot choose from them. You have 
saved me by asking my opinion upon two interesting matters— 
the net book controversy, and Mr. Sparke on “ Policy.” Those two 
themes should prove ample. 

Now the net book question is such a difficult one, dealing with 
a variety of interests, and with books the marketing conditions of 
which are so different, that I refuse to express any definite opinion. 
I will not say that we ought to pay ordinary prices or that we 
ought to have a flat discount of so much per cent. on all purchases. 
Instead I will make a practical suggestion. It is often urged—with 
undoubted justice—that the retailer who serves us does less for 
his profit than is usual. Imagine a library ordering, say, one hundred 

unds’ worth of juveniles or cheap editions issued by perhaps 
our or five different publishers. If the publications of the different 
firms are kept separate all the bookseller has to do is to forward 
the orders, receive, unpack, re-invoice, and repack and deliver the 
books. Indeed he need not even unpack, and so on, since he 
could arrange for them to be delivered direct to the library. Every- 
thing the bookseller does in such a case is, in short, 


Quire UNNECESSARY WorK. 

In fact, I have myself sent an order direct to a publisher telling 
him to deliver the books to me and send his account to a bookseller, 
who in turn rendered his account. A great deal of unnecessary 
labour was saved and greater expedition secured by this means, 
yet, willy nilly, my bookseller had to secure as much gross profit 
as he would had he sold each book to a separate reader, paying 
for expensive premises and expensive assistance to do so. It cer- 
tainly does not seem fair that he should be so well paid for making 
two entries in his books and handling two cheques. 

On the other hand, we do not always order in such quantities 
from single publishers at the same time. Instead we often require 
single books and some of them from obscure publishers. In such 
cases the bookseller will be very unlikely to make more than a 
normal net profit, and he may even fail to make anything worth 
while. This is the bookseller’s favourite retort to our criticism, and 
yet, though we would be as fair as possible, we cannot allow that 
the instances when an unusually small profit is made balance those 
when the bookseller’s gain is abnormal. 

Therefore my personal idea of a satisfactory compromise would 
be that there should be some agreement that would enable the 
librarian to order when possible in bulk. He should order direct 
from the publishers and obtain direct delivery ; and the publisher 
would pay the bookseller (nominated by the buyer) some small 
commission on the transaction. The library wal pay the usual 
trade price plus this commission. Needless to say the “ oddments ” 
would be ordered from the bookseller in the present manner at the 
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net rate, and the ‘‘ commission’ before mentioned would com- 

sate him for the average extra trouble involved. The exact 
amount of this commission and the minimum size of direct orders 
could easily be determined. 

Frankly I think this idea worthy of consideration, and if the 
library secured a reduction equivalent to the amount saved by 
cutting the unnecessary work performed by an unnecessary middle- 
man it would gain a substantial sum. No one would lose, and in 
fact all would gain. 

We should never forget when considering this question that 
the reading of every single book means, sooner or later, increased 
demand for books. Every book issued by a public library indirectly 
and in time benefits the bookseller and the publisher. Booksellers 
themselves are realising this, as is shown by the decay of that 
one-time vague commercial hostility to libraries—public and 
circulating. Only the other day a bookseller told me that quite 
apart from direct business with public libraries, those institutions 
had proved a blessing to him, since they had led more people to 
read and to know and desire to possess books. Hardly a week 
passed, he said, when several customers did not buy books to which 
they had been introduced by the library, and which they would 
never have purchased otherwise. 


Now FoR Mr. SPARKE. 

Again I do not know what you expect me to say. Mr. Sparke 
was, in taat paper, indeed wise in his day and generation and sub- 
limely non-commital. He did not commit either himself or the 
Library Association or the Departmental Committee, or indeed 
anybody to anything, and had he been a politician of long experience 
he could not have written a paper better worthy of its title. For, 
as a famous statesman once remarked, “‘ the ideal policy is to have 
none.”’ Personally I hate the word. We don’t want a policy; we 
want facts. A policy is a preconception, little better than a preju- 
dice. In this matter of library organisation we can none of us 
desire any course of action other than that which is likely to be 
most beneficial to the movement with which our careers are irre- 
vocably linked. What this course will be only an examination— 
and most assuredly preferably an impartial examination—of the 
facts can decide, and such an examination is the task before the 
Departmental Committee. 

Those who ask that the Library Association should have for- 
mulated a “ policy ’’ are answered by that statement. The Library 
Association could only have formulated a wise policy by attempting 
to take upon itself the exact functions of the Committee. It was 
wise not to attempt any such thing. I do not mean, nevertheless, 
that the Library Association is immaculate. In the first place 
since the L.A. has not and could not have a corporate policy, its 
officers should not pretend that it has; neither should they voice 
their own policies, for fear of misunderstanding. Secondly, it is 
questionable whether they have done all that is possible to ensure 
that that part of the evidence which can be given only by practical 
librarians and committeemen will be given due place—gquestionable, 
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I say. I cannot be sure, until we know more about the number 
and standing of the witnesses. 

On the whole, however, I cannot think that we have behaved 
in a very wise or dignified manner by questioning, doubting, accusing, 
issuing alarmed calls to arms and so on. The top and bottom of it 
is—if we may be quite frank—that we know that our dear and 
respected friends, Mr. Pacy and Col. Mitchell, are very enthusiastic 
supporters of certain ideals with which we may or may not agree, 
and we fear that their enthusiasm will be contagious. Is that not 
so, Callimachus ? 

But is it not possible that the other members of the Committee 
are equally aware of and on their guard against any superabundant 
enthusiasm? And is it not likely that some of the witnesses will 
have counter-enthusiasms ? 

No, Callimachus, I do not think that the L.A. is called upon 
to take any action until after the Committee has made its recom- 
mendations. If then these should seem unwise it will be the duty 
of every member and officer of the Association to offer his unanimous 
and considered criticism. Full scope—by means of special meetings 
if necessary—must be provided for discussion of the Committee's 
reports, but until then we must show our confidence in the good 
intentions and wisdom of the Committe by—may I use the expres- 
sion ?—sensible silence, saving when our opinion and assistance is 
sought. Yours, 

ARISTON YMOUS. 
[The Editor does Not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ““ LETTERS ON Our AFFAIRS.’ 


LIBRARY NEWS 
[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 
changes and other local stems of general interest are particularly 
welcome. 

Mr. Joun Roy, the popular librarian of RatuMines, has arranged 
a most interesting series of talks and readings to children, which 
should go a long way to stimulate interest and popularize the 
children’s departments of his libraries. The talks arranged for 
Tuesdays in every week are mainly nature study and vary from 
such subjects as “‘ Housekeeping Under the Waves” to “A Walk 
in the Country.” Readings from the works of various authors are 
being given on 

An interesting and amazing record of progress is shown in 
the quinquennial survey of the work done in the SHEFFIELD Public 
Libraries. The issues during this period have nearly doubled, 
and last year’s figures reached the splendid total of 1,401,397 vols. 


In the Commercial Library alone 122,830 volumes were issued. 
Commenting on this progress the Sheffield Independent says: 
“ When one remembers the low repute in which the libraries were 
held a few years ago, the present position is the best testimonial 
one could require to the work of Mr. 

tants.” 


R. J. Gordon and his assis- 


The Neuroses of the Nations 
THE NEUROSES OF FRANCE AND GERMANY BEFORE THE WAR. 
By C. E. PLAYNE. Just Out. 16s. 
Nations are here shown drifting into the war in consequence of 
their obsessions. 


try and Civilisation 
C. DELISLE BURNS, author of Government and teat oe 


10s. 6d. 
‘illuminating analysis.’ "—Times. 
Outlines of Polish His 
By ROMAN DYBOSKI, Ph.D. ith a map. - 7s. 6d. 
“A useful addition to our scanty literature on the subject. 
. Guardian 
Marxian Economic Handbook & Glossary 
By W. 4 EMMETT. 12s. 6d. 
“ The . . is distinctly serviceable." — Review of Reviews. 


Revolution 
KARL KAUTSKY. Translated by H. J. Stenning. ... Ts. 6d. 
e work is an authoritative statement of modern and evolu- 
tionary Labour policy as against the violent methods of Bol- 
shevism. 
School Vision 
By JAMES KERR, M.D. 5s. 
Describes fully the factors affecting physiological and optical 
conditions underlying healthy vision during growth. 
The Cinema in Education 
BEING THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL SuB-COMMITTEE 
APPOINTED BY THE CINEMA COMMISSION 
Edited, with an Introducton, lh nee. aged JAMES 
MARCHANT Just Out. ‘as 7s. 6d 


GEORGE ALLEN & UNWIN Lid, 40 MUSEUM STREET, W.C.1 


THE MOTHER'S RECOMPENSE 
by EDITH WHARTON 


has the social scene of to-day as the 
setting for a tensely human narrative of 
a mother’s love for her daughter 

and the man who came between. 7/6 


D. APPLETON & CoO., LONDON 


Books on every conceivable subject 


SECOND-HAND, NEW, AND “AS NEW.” 
for :—Literature, Enc’ , Fiction, and Books for Juveniles ; Educational ; 
Nat Science ; ——— Science ; and ; Naval and Mili Technical 


and Pure Science ; Syroesy Medical, etc. ; Occult, Ps and ew Thought ; 
ete, ;, end Drams ; by, Travel Pad Guides fides Books 


Books xchanged. 
FOYLES, 121-125 Charing Cross Rd., London, W.C.2 


By 
Library Desiderata a speciality. Books sent on approval. 
free: mention if 
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PERSONAL NEWS 
Mr. J. W. Lucas, Assistant-in-Charge of the Astley Bridge Branch 
Library, Bolton, to be Librarian at Malvern. 

Mr. Cedric R. Chivers, the well-known Bookbinder, gave an 
interesting address on Bookbinding before the Royal Society of 
Arts on Wednesday, April 23rd. In the course of his remarks, Mr. 
Chivers gave some interesting data regarding tests he had carried 
out in connection with the tensile strengths of paper and leather. 
Mr. Chivers dealt with his subject in a masterly fashion, and it was 
evident that a large number of the Bookbinders who were present 
were greatly impressed by his methods. It is a pity that more 
librarians could not have availed themselves of the opportunity 
which the lecture afforded them. 


OBITUARY 
It is with feelings of profound regret that we have to record the 
death of Mr. R. K. Dent, which took place on Saturday, April 4th, 
in his 73rd year. 

Mr. Dent was formerly librarian of Aston Manor, a position 
he held for thirty-four years, when the library became absorbed 
in the Greater Birmingham area. A member of the Library Associa- 
tion since 1881, he was instrumental in forming one of the branches 
of which he acted as secretary for eighteen years and of which he 
was president for four years. Taking a very keen interest in 
librarianship, he was frequently in attendance at the Conferences. 
Librarianship has lost in him yet another link of the pioneer days 
of the movement. 


REVIEWS. 


REPORTS. 
LipraRY OF ConGress. Report of the Librarian of Congress for 
the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1924. 

Like its predecessors this Report is well produced, though somewhat 
lengthy, and from out of a vast amount of reading matter the following facts 
and figures are gleaned. The chief event of the past year was the completion 
and dedication of the “‘ Shrine "’ for the originals of the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence and Constitution of the United States, transferred to the custody 
of the Library from the State Department, by Executive order. They were 
placed in a prominent position in the main hall of the building and provision 
made for safeguarding them and at the same time making them visible to 
all without formality. The reports of the various chiefs of divisions are 
given and embody the details of service and administration of the numerous 
departments. The total expenditure amounted to $941,575.00. The Library 
contains 3,179,104 books; 182,233 maps; 986,354 volumes and pieces of 
music; and 442,977 prints. Additions during the year numbered 107,290 
and cost $100,500.00. 9,963 items were presented, among them being many 
of rare interest and great value, including some letters, books, MSS.., etc., of 
James McNeill Whistler presented by Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Pennell, to whom 
the Library is indebted, to a very large extent, for their unrivalled collection 
of relics of the great painter. 2,000 blind persons are registered readers, and 
they borrowed 35,643 books during the year. 1,030,661 persons visited the 
Library, a daily average of 2,855. The collection of Chinese books, which is 
possily the finest outside of China itself, received 4,142 additions, man 
of which are unique. The Report of the Register of Copyrights is also incl . 
and shows that the past year was the busiest in the history of the office. 
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Toronto.—4ist Annual Report. Chief Librarian, George A. 
Locke, M.A. Population, 542,187. Income, $337,475.00. Stock, 
combined total, 471,515. Additions during the year, 39,868. 
Issues for home reading, 1,896,057. Borrowers, 262,198. 
Branches, 14. Staff, 190. 

Reports of good work and satisfactory progress are to hand from all 
departments and all the Branches. The work in the Reference Departments 
is particularly gratifying. The Lending Departments return an increase of 
over 200,000. In the bindery section some 21,000 items were dealt with. 
In many cases overcrowding is experienced and the need for greater extension 
is being keenly felt, whilst from several other districts comes the demand 
for new Branches. The Gerrard Branch was opened during the year and has 
been an outstanding success right from its inception. Illustrations of the 
new building are given in the report. One of the most important events of 
the year was the presentation to the Library of the colours of the original 
Queen’s Rangers during the Revolutionary War. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


CovENTRY Public Libraries.—Readers’ Bulletin, Vol. 3, No. 2. 

The seventh subject in the series of ‘‘ Some Famous Writers’’ is John 
Galsworthy and an interesting sketch of his work is published, together with 
a bibliography of works by and about him. An extra bibliography of “‘ Games 
and Amusements ”’ is given and a list of recent additions. 


Croypon Public Libraries.—Readers’ Index, Vol. 27, No. 2. 

By the passing away of Mr. William Whitaker, the well-known 
Croydon has lost an old and valued friend and the Libraries Committee their 
Vice-Chairman. Tribute is paid to his memory in this number of the “ Index ’’ 
and his portrait is published therein. To him much of the success of the 
Libraries is due and his loss is keenly felt. An article on local history, the 
Croydon Lecture Calendar, and the list of additions are published also. 


MANCHESTER Public Libraries—The Manchester Librarian, Vol. 3, 


No. 2. 
“‘ The History of Cheetham’s Library,’’ by Mr. C. T. E. Phillips, is con- 
tinued from the last number. “‘ From the 4d. Box '’ gives an insight into the 
pleasures and surprises of book collecting. 


Norwicu Public Libraries.—The Readers’ Guide, Vol. 8, No. 14. 
Sir Thomas Browne, a Norfolk celebrity, and Walter de la Mare, the 

well-known author, form the subjects of short articles, each of which is accom- 

panied by a reading list. An annotated list of additions is also added. 


Ontario Library Review, Vol. 9, No. 3. 

This is a young e’s number and contains several useful and enter- 
taining essays on such subjects as ‘“‘ Some Story Book Children of Englan Nes 
“‘ The Older Girl and Her Reading,’’ and ‘‘ Books for Little Children,’’ whilst 
the “‘ Survey of English and Canadian Histories’’ is particulary helpful to 
students of the history of the two countries. 

SouTuport.—Readers’ Guide to Books Worth Reading, Vol. 1, 
No. 1. 

This Guide, the first number of an entirely new publication, is concerned 
wholly with “Some Recent Additions of Modern Books to the Atkinson 
Public Library.”” Has a useful author index. 

West Hartiepoot Public Library.—A classified list of recent 
books on subjects of general interest. 

This list has been specially compiled for the use of young students and 
is designed to suggest a few suitable books on selected subjects. It includes 
a list of historical novels classified under periods. Information on how to 
join and use the Library is also given. 
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Tue Lisrary Miscectany: The Quarterly Journal of the New- 
castle-upon-Tyne Public Libraries’ Staff. Demy 8vo, paper 
wrappers, 3 pp. 32, Vol 1, No. 1. 1925. 

We have received the first number of this new publication from the 
staff of the Newcastle Library and must compliment the contributors on their 
enterprise. Among the contributions are several poems, a eulogy of the 
late librarian of the Reference Library, Mr. Richardson, first impressions 
by a would-be librarian, notes of local interest, a cross-word puzzle, and man 
other good things. The edition is strictly limited, we believe, to the 
number of three copies. We feel sure that the magazine deserves a very much 
larger patronage an this. 

Cannons’ BrBLioGRAPHY OF Economy : EpDITIon. 

Librarians and students of Library Economy will be glad to know that 
the Revised Edition of Mr. Cannons’ work is now in the Press and will be 
ready for delivery in the Autumn of the present year. 

The publication of this monumental work has been made possible by 
some of the larger libraries of the United States making monetary grants 
to the American Library Association towards the cost of production. 

The original work published in 1910 indexed the contents of 48 professional 
periodicals from their commencement to 1909, and contained 15,000 references 
arranged under 15 Main Headings and 1,740 Sub-Headings. The Revised 
Edition will contain 32,500 references under 25 Main Headings and 2,980 
Sub-Headings. Only articles printed in the English language have been 
included, and the professional journals indexed number 68, and several articles 
of professional interest from general magazines have also been included. The 
bithiography deals with the contents of d yew ye published from 1876 to 
1920, and will prove an even more valuable tool to the profession than the 
previous edition. It is obviously useful to every grade of public library 
worker, and it forms a most necessary work for all candidates for the Pro- 
fessional Examinations, as, included in the mass of articles indexed, there are 
numerous articles dealing with many branches of library work not fully covered 
in the Text-books. Owing to the quantity and diversity of the new material 
which had accumulated since the publication of the first edition, it was found 
necessary to compile a new scheme of classification. This scheme, as far as 

ible, coincides with the arrangement of the A.L.A. Manual of Library 

Benene. related subjects being placed adjacent to each other. Entries are 

chronologically arranged, thus enabling the latest material to be found at 

once. First and last pages of each entry are given, in order that some idea of 
the length and i rtance of the articles may be obtained. The Scheme of 

Classification will be printed in detail, with a full index of subjects. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 
Drury (Francis K. W.) ViewPornts IN MopveRN Drama, an a 
ment of Plays according to their Essential Interest. The View- 
point Series, Josephine Adams Rathbone, Editor. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 120. Chicago, American Library Association ; London, 
Grafton and Co., 1925. 6s. 6d. net. 

Part I. isa selected list of 368 plays arranged in groups such as Character 
Studies, Romantic Plays, Folk Dramas, Social Contrasts, 7 The Eternal Triangle, 
Feminism, Detective and Crook Plays, Politics, Religious and Biblical Plays, 
Fantasies, Farces, Costume Plays, Outdoor Plays, One Set Plays, etc. Each 
om is briefly characterised, an outline of the plot is given, also acting informa- 

ion as to number of characters, scenes, sets, costumes, etc. Part II. of the 

book is devoted to annotated lists of books on the modern drama, including 

criticism, playwriting, amateur production, community theatre, pageants, 

staging and acting ‘ 

Long (Harriet ) Country Liprary Service. Numerous illus., 
bibliography and index. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 206. Chicago, 
American Library Association ; London, Grafton and Co., 1925. 
10s. net. 

County Library Service describes the best steps to take to establish a 
county library ; discusses campaigns, legislation, organization, administra- 
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tion, and shows how the county library may co-operate with existing agencies 
to increase its usefulness to the community. The author has had seven years 
of county library experience in California and Ohio and she is now engaged 

in travelling library oy’ wall in Wisconsin. It is interesting to compare the 
American methods with those in force in England to-day. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 


Hawkes (Arthur J.) LANCASHIRE PRINTED Books. A Bibliography 
of all the books printed in Lancashire down to the year 1800, 
based upon an Exhibition of early Lancashire printed books 
held in the Wigan Reference Library, May, 1925. With a Preface 
by the Earl of Crawford and Balcarres. 8vo, pp. xxviii., 155. 
Wigan, Public Libraries Committee, 1925. 

Bibliographies of locally printed literature are valuable from two points 
of view, the one that of local history and the other that of the general cata- 
logue of English literature which cannot be compiled without their aid. 
Mr. Hawkes, Lord Crawford, and the Wigan Libraries Committee have cer- 
tainly made a considerable contribution in both these fields and their volume 
should prove of great value. It may, however, be suggested that the title 
might have been a shade more on the modest side and the words “ all the’’ 
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In a work of this description it is difficult to justify the a of the 


entries to “ books,’’ thereby presumably excluding newspa and broad- 
sides. These two classes are of considerable importance an mn oat history 
of printing should ignore them. 


An important section of the work is that devoted to the secret Catholic 
press at Birchley Hall, near Wigan, which includes 38 items. The press was 
apparently working for nearly forty years and its products have not been 
brought together and properly described before. 

Special acknowledgements are given by Mr. Hawkes to Mr. A. H. Arkle, 
the Rev. Thomas Turner and Mr. Geoffrey E. Axon, as well as to the librarians 
throughout the county. It is obvious that only by co-operation such as this 
that really useful works of this character can be produced. 

A few notes are subjoined on several towns which may be useful if and 
when a new edition of the Bibliography is called for. 

LANCASTER.—There is a broadside with the names of the High Sheriffs, 
1546-7—1783, printed by H. Walmsley at Lancaster and dated 1783. The 
same printer issued a Poll Book for the election of 1786, which is in the 
Bodleian Library and is quoted by Fishwick. A pamphlet by G. Burder 
is in the British Museum, entitled ‘“‘ Evangelical Truth Defended,” with the 
imprint Lancaster 1788. This may have the name of its printer or not. 

LiverPooL.—The Leverpoole Courant, No. 18, July 15-18, 1712, was printed 
by S. Terry, but no copy can be traced. If correct this seems to prove that 
Terry was established at least as early as June in that year. 

MANCHESTER.—Apparently Robert Whitworth was not the first of his family 
to print as Whiworth’s Manchester Gazette, Dec. 22, 1730, was issued 
H. Whitworth. The Anti- Atheist, by J. Partridge, was printed ay 

in 1766, who also issued in 1769 The Recantation of W. Grant, 
and in 1788 Southern’s Prince of Angola. Sowler and Russell printed in 
1794 Cheek’s Collection of Psalms and Hymns, in 1799 A Treatise on 
Christian Perfection, and in 1799 Salwey’s Divine Worship. G. Nicholson 
and Co. printed in 1795 The Triumphs of Grace, by L. P. 

WarRINGTON.—William Eyres printed a Sermon by W. Hunter in 1778, 
and William Ashton printed Bailey's Northern Directory in 1781. 

Wican.—Lyon and Atkinson printed A Form of Prayer in 1793, and W. 
Lyon The Articles of the Friendly Society in 1794, The Manual of Family 
Prayers in 1796, and The Articles of the Union of Weavers in 1799. The 
Second Spira was issued by him in 1800. 

The above notes are mainly from two sources, the British Museum 
Catalogue and the MS. Collections of Mr. W. Allnutt, which are now in the 
Greenwood Collection in the Manchester Public Library.—R. A. Peppis. 
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Rossi (William H.) and Rossi (Diana I. Powers) PERSONNEL 
ADMINISTRATION, A BisLioGRaPpHy. Human Relations Series. 
Cr. 4to, cloth, pp. 366. Baltimore, Williams and Wilkins Co., 


1925. 25s. net. 

This bibliography contains about a titles of publications between 
1919 and the end of 1923, the study being kept up to date by supplements 
shortly to appear. The intention is to simplify the selection of specialised 
reading in the field of Personnel for plant executives, personnel administrators, 
employment managers, industrial doctors and nurses, teachers both within 
the industry and in educational institutions, personnel research specialists, 
service directors, as well as for all students interested in the science and art 
of the human relations in industry, commerce, government and education. 


Stephenson, Blake and Co., Ltd. Printinc Types, Borpers, 
IniT1ALs, ELectros, Brass Rutes, SPACING MATERIAL, ORNA 
MENTS. Sheffield, 1924. Not published for sale. 

This fine volume of over 700 pp. represents the types and other printing 
material of one of the four leading type foundries of this country. The Preface 
gives a history of the firm and of the various foundries which have been 
amalgamated with it at various times, from which we learn that the present 
firm are the lineal descendants of the Frys, of James and of Rowe Mores, of 
Cottrell and Robert Thorne, and of Jackson and William Caslon III. and IV. 
The majority of these come into the list by the amalgamation of the foundry 
of Sir Charles Reed and Son in 1905. The Caslons mentioned above were 
descendants of the original Caslon, but left the old firm and started for them- 
selves. The list of great typefounders in the genealogy of the Stephenson 
firm causes the t phical antiquary to wonder what percentage of the 
punches and matrices of these old firms are still in existence. It would be of 
the greatest interest if Messrs. Stephenson, Blake and Co. followed the example 
of the Euschedés and gave us a imen book of the older types in their 

ion. All bibliographers historians of printing would be glad to 
get a useful work of this description. 

The various divisions of the handsome specimen book before us give all 
the various varieties of Book and News Letter, Display Type, Black Letter, 
Borders, Ornaments, etc., and show the enormous choice that is placed before 
the modern printer. 

It may be noted that this Specimen Book is not published for sale in the 
ordinary way and that copies are not available for presentation to libraries. 


GENERAL. 

PorTRAIT OF A PuBLISHER and the First Hundred Years of the 
House of Appleton, 1825-1925. Published in commemoration 
of the One Hundredth Anniversary of D. Appleton and Co. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 96. D. Appleton and Co., 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

It is now the fashion to publish the history of publishing houses, and 
Messrs. D. Appleton and Co. are to be congratulated on this story of their 
work through a complete century. The firm was founded in 1825, but the 
first book bearing the imprint of Daniel Appleton, the founder, did not appear 
until 1831, and Mr. William W. Appleton, who was admitted into partner- 
ship in his grandfather’s firm in 1868, was the man who placed this firm on 
its particularly successful basis. 

Harrison (Charles) ANCIENT WARRIORS OF THE NortTH PacirFic. 
The Haidas, their Laws, Customs and Legends, with some His- 
torical Account of the Queen Charlotte Islands. With illustra- 
tions from photographs, and a map. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 222. 
Witherby, 1925. 15s. net. 

The author has lived for forty years amongst the Haidas, of whose lan- 
guage he has made an exhaustive study, being therefore well qualified to 
write of the customs and traditions ruling in the Queen Charlotte Isiands. 
The book is illustrated with interesting photographs and contains a folding 
map of the islands, an appendix of anthropological details, and a short glossary. 
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MacDonald (J. Ramsay) WANDERINGS AND Excursions. Cr. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Jonathan Cape, Ltd., 1925. 6s. net. 

Mr. Ramsay MacDonald disarms criticism by assuring his readers that 
his essays contain travel and biographical sketches which have little to do 
with politics. The book is chiefly contributions written for the = before 
the author was appointed Premier. Among the pen portraits are Keir Hardie 
and Jean Jaures. 

Rosenberg (Kate) How Britain Is GOVERNED. A Short Survey 
of the History and Working of the British Constitution. Fcap. 
8vo, cloth, pp. 96. Labour Publishing Co., 1925. 2s. 6d. net. 

This book is apparently a resumé of ‘‘ Our Mainly Unwritten Constitu- 
tion,’’ the Growth of Political Parties, the Extent of Parliament’s Power and 
the Crown’s Power, and The Electorate. There is a short bibliography, and 
Lord Haldane in his preface recommends it to the general public as well as 
to students. It is truly a compact little work. 

Dataller (Roger) From A Pitman’s Note Boox. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 272. Jonathan Cape, Ltd., 1925. 6s. net. 

A curious book consisting of extracts from a pitman’s notebook consisting 
of original ideas born underground. Here is one which suggests a comparison 
between a sailor and a collier from a literary point of view. ‘‘ Both, certainly, 
are at grips with the elemental; but where in the sacred name of literature 
is our mining Conrad, our Melville, our Dana, our Marryat? Where are the 

tic records ?—the lyrics of pure delight? Where are our ‘ chanties ?’ 
ior who would ever dream of placing the lugubrious moaning of ‘ Don’t go 
down the mine, Daddy!’ (although the collier isn’t in the habit of accepting 
it) over against the ‘ Ladies of Spain.’”’ 


(Quiller-Couch (Sir Arthur)] Cuartes Dickens and other Vic- 
torians. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. vi., 240. Cambridge University 


Press, 1925. 10s. 6d. net. 

These papers about the great novelists of the Victorian era have been 
written up from a series of lectures and will be welcomed by librarians. This 
slim volume contain an appreciation by Sir Arthur Quiller-Couch of 19th cen- 
tury literature. Sections deal with Dickens (V.), Thackeray (III.), Disraeli, 
Mrs. Gaskell, Anthony Trollope, and a general essay on the Victorian back- 
ground. 

Ellis (Stewart M.) Marnty Victorian. Frontispiece, illus. Demy 
8vo, cloth, pp. 402. Hutchinson and Co., 1925. 2Is. net. 


Another book on Victorian literature of a more popular nature is Mr. 
Stewart M. Ellis’s chatty volume, in the main a reprint from various maga- 
zines and reviews, of which essays the author says that they do not profess 
to be very critical. There are some new letters of Charles Lamb, and then 
comes Ann Radcliffe, Barham, Marryat, Whyte Melville, G. P. R. James, and 
oddly enough onwards to Machen, Lytton Strachey, A. E. Housman, and 
last, but, shall we not say least, Mrs. Asquith. Bye-the-by, there is a good 
—— of Miss Sheila Kaye-Smith, but on the whole one can only call this 

k a literary hotch-potch and the title is misleading. 


Moore (Dom Thomas Verner) Dynamic PsycHoLocy, an Introduc- 
tion to Modern Psychological Theory and Practice. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. vili., 444. Lippincott, 1925. 15s. net. 

An interesting discussion of the concept of Dynamic Psychology is given 
in this book, and in this day of searchings into the working of the human 
mind anything that can clarify the method of study is found very useful. A 
full glossary of technical terms is given which serves as a basis for understand- 
ing the modern trend of a new science. Main sections of the book deal with 
Analysis of Mind, Stimulus and a and Human Behaviour, Human 
Emotional Life, The Driving Forces of Human Nature and their Adjustment, 
Psychoanalysis and Psychotherapy, which deals with the teachings of Freud, 
Jung as Adler as with Volitional Control. 
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Newfang (O-car) Roap To WorLD A Federation of 
Nations. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. xxvi., 372. Putnam’s Sons, 1925. 
12s. 6d. net. 

“‘ Mankind,” says the author in his introduction, “ is faced by a stern 
alternative. Either civilization must destroy war, or war will destroy civilisa- 
tion.”’ The three hundred and seventy-two pages of which the book consists 
are an attempt to show how civilization is to set to work to avoid the possi- 
bility of a repetition of the occurrences of 1914-18. Those who are interested 
in the work of the League of Nations will find here a few more suggestions in 
addition to the many that have already been made in other quarters. 


The Dickensian. Edited by B. W. Matz. Cr. 8vo, paper wrappers, 
pp. 58-112, Vol XXI., No. 2. Published for the Dickens Fellow- 
ship by Cecil Palmer, April, 1925. Is. net. 

We have just received this very excellent number of The Dickensian, 
which contains much interesting information about the new Dickens House 
in Doughty Street. 

Sutherland (Edwin H.) Lippincott’s Sociological 
Series. Edited by E. C. Hayes, LL.D. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 644. 
Lippincott, 1925. 15s. net. 


The criminal treated from a sociological standpoint. Chapters deal with 
law, police system, juvenile court, methods of punishment, prisons, etc., etcy 


Hingston (R. W. G.) Nature at THE Desert’s Epce. Studies 
and Observations in the Bagdad Oasis. With plates and text 
figures. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 300. Witherby, 1925. 15s. net, 

There is an oasis in the desert not far from Bagdad which is full of inter- 
esting things and the author describes the habits and behaviour of animals, 

including such insects as spiders, one moths and caterpillars. A 

useful contribution to natural history from a far-off spot. 

Henslow (T. Geoffrey) THz GARDENER’s CALENDAR. A Garden 
Guide for Every Day of the Year. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 126. Dean 
and Son, 1925. 2s. 6d. net. 


‘This Calendar gives particulars of what is to be done in the garden on 
every day of the year. The left-hand page is left blank, and this should prove 
useful for making notes from personal experience. Naturally the difficulty 
of such a book is the variety of climate, soil and general conditions in different 


parts of the country. 

Tue YEAR Book oF THE UNIVERSITIES OF THE Empire, 1925. 
Edited by W. H. Dawson and Published for the Universities 
Bureau of the British Empire. Cr. 8vo, cloth pp. xii., 808. G. 
Bell and Sons, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 


This well-known year-book appears in the same form as usual, and the 
fact that it has been in demand for more than a decade proves its value. 


FICTION. 


Oemler (Marie Conway) Tue Erernat Two. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 308. 
Heinemann, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of The Buiterfly Man has written a fine love story placed in 
Florida, a picturesque district of light-hearted negroes and proud old settlers. 
McCutcheon (George Barr) East oF THE SETTING Sun. A story of 

Graustark. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. Geo. G. Harrap and Co., 
1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of this novel is well known for his Graustark stories, and the 

present one is quite as good as anything that he has written. 
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Wedgwood (Iris V.) THe Livetonc Day. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. 
Christophers, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

A curious story of an unhappy marriage in which the wife distinctly 
“ plays the game ’’ and finds happiness at last. Incidentally she has a curious 
second sense about horse-racing. 

McKenna (Stephen) AN AFFAIR OF Honour. Cr. 4to, cloth, pp. 304. 
Thornton Butterworth, Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is Mr. KcKenna in a new vein, and, as the title implies, there is a 
duel which in this case is turned into a kind of burlesque as the preliminary 
quarrel occurs about a supposed slight to the memory of Queen Elizabeth. 
The book is, of course, up to date, dealing with an irresponsible group of 
undergraduates. 

Panter-Downes (Mollie) THE Cuasr. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 320. 
John Murray, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

A curious story beginning with a slum child of good birth on one side of 
the family, who works through a hard life to success and, though not achieving 
it all at once, finds satisfaction in the end. 

Watson (Robert) Gorpon oF THE Lost Lacoon. A Romance of 
the Pacific Coast. Crown 8vo, pp. 314. Sampson Low, 1925. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A good story of life in Vancouver, in which love and lumber play a large 


part. 

Berthoud (Ferdinand) Lecs Parson. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 220, 
Harrap., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Berthoud shows in this stirring story that he knows and loves his 
Africa, which he pictures in all her age-old magic and romantic glamour. 
The threads of this exciting plot are woven on a long trek by ox-wagons in 
search of mysterious diamond fields. 

Crane (Stephen) THe Rep BapGe or Courace. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 194. Heinemann, 1925. 3s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Crane’s The Red Badge of Courage needs no introduction to librarians, 
and this new edition has the added attraction of a preface by the late 
Mr. Joseph Conrad. 

Savi (E. W.) SackcLoTH AND Asnes. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 288. 
Hurst and Blackett, Ltd., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Anglo-Indian stories always appeal to a certain class of reader and this 
novel will be no exception. 

Savignon (Andre) SUNKEN GoLp. Translated from the French by 
Edgar Jepson. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 282. Harrap, 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Jepson has translated a fascinating story which is supposed to be 
told by a boy who joins a ship which is engaged in the work of raising wrecks 
somewhere near Britany. The finding of treasure is always an exciti 
thing, and it is not surprising that the original of this story has had a grea’ 
vogue in France. 

Dumas (Alexandre) A Lire’s AMBITION, being the Adventures and 
Tribulations of an Actor; and My Odyssey. With an introduc- 
tion by R. S. Garnett. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 254. Stanley Paul 
and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is the first English translation of this work. The great French play- 
wright’s experiences are very entertaining. 

Corelli (Marie) OPEN ConFEssiIon: To a Man from a Woman. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 206. Hutchinson and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

This is said to be in some sort a human document and from that point 
of view is one of the most a of Miss Marie Corelli’s writings. To 
those that like speculation on the subject of the feminine heart it should 
have a great appeal. 
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Barrington (E.) Tue Divine Lapy. A Romance of Nelson and 
Emma Hamilton. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 418. Harrap and Co., Ltd., 
1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Amongst the romantic figures in history surely the divine Emma has 
been well sung, but the subject never seems to weary the reader, and here is 
another version of her fascinating beauty and her historic lover told in 
pleasant style. 

Jepson (Selwyn) RoGuEs anp Diamonps. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 304. 
Harrap and Co., 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Selwyn Jepson has a happy touch in detective stories, and though 
Rogues and Diamonds is not by any means a great book it is an entertaining 
one of its kind. 

Verga (Giovanni) MAstro-Don GesuaALpo. Translated by D. H. 
Lawrence. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. x., 454. Jonathan Cape, Ltd., 
1925. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. D. H. Lawrence has translated the best known book of Giovanni 
Verga, a Sicilian writer who died in 1922. The scene is laid in Southern Sicily 
and the story opens about 1820, dealing with the defeat of an ambitious and 
wealthy peasant. Mr. Lawrence gives a biographical note and a bibliography 
of the author’s work. The translator says that “ Verga, at his best, is not easy 
to read. His poignant southern irony and his elliptical style make him, in 
spite of his humble themes, too aristocratic a writer for the casual reader.” 


DRAMA. 
Hamilton (Cosmo) Four Piays: The New Poor, Scandal, The 
Silver Fox, The Mother Woman. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 350. 
Hutchinson and Co. 1925. 7s. 6d. net. 


A useful little collection by a well-known author of four plays which 
have a certain dramatic value and quite an amountof brilliant dialogue. 


POETRY. 
Ramsay (A. B.) Ros Rosarum. Crown 8vo, pp. 126. Cambridge 
oe Press, 1925. 6s. 6d. net. 
by A. B. Ramsay, Lower Master of Eton College, in Latin and 


he poems 
English, are not all of them classical. A Cautionary Tale about “ Billy, who 
was a little fool ; He thought it fine to smoke at School,’’ shows the poet in a 


lighter vein. 
JUVENILE. 


Stefansson (Vilhjalmur) and Irwin (Violet) Kak THE CopPER 
Esxtmo. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 208. Harrap, 1925. 5s. net. 

A t living explorer has collaborated with a novelist to write a book 
which should attract javentie lovers of adventure. ‘‘ Kak, the Copper Eskimo,” 
is neither a travel nor a geography book, but a pure and simple story. In 
it we travel through the Arctic and the Northern Indian country. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
LONDON AND HOME COUNTIES BRANCH. 
(APRIL MEETING.) 
Tue sixth meeting of the present Session was held at the Fulham 
Public Library on Wednesday, April 22nd, 1925, the business meet- 
ing being preceded in the afternoon by a visit to Fulham Palace. 
There was a good attendance and all who came enjoyed the privilege 
of inspecting the various portions of the ancient edifice under the 
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able guidance of the resident Chaplain to the Bishop of London, 
the Rev. H. C. Thomas, M.A. Mr. Thomas was both helpful and 
amusing and his store of anecdotes regarding the Palace and many 
of the distinguished prelates who have lived there from time to time 
were listened to with great attention. After viewing the Palace 
the members adjourned for tea at a restaurant near the Library, 
where the business meeting was held at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Rowlatt 
presided, and after a useful and interesting discussion of Branch 
affairs called upon Mr. H. A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Diploma), Deputy 
Chief Librarian, Croydon, to read a paper on ‘“Adult Education and 
the Public Library.’’ The address was very largely a resumé of the 
well-known Report on Adult Education issued in 1923, and dealt 
in some detail with the more important points raised in that Report. 
The following contributed to a very useful discussion: Messrs. 
Wharton (British Museum), Parker (Hackney), Thorne (Poplar), 
Harris (Islington), Bolton (Watford), Walker (Fulham), Piper 
(Richmond), and Hogg (Battersea). A cordial vote of thanks to 
Messrs. Sharp and Walker concluded a most interesting meeting. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


To the Epitor, The Library World. 
DEAR Sir, 

At the recent Conference of London Librarians on the Net 
Book System, I was amazed at the feebleness of the arguments 
advanced in favour of the removal of the net system for Libraries. 

The first argument that Libraries are big book-buyers is to my 
mind futile. At a rough extimate £173,000 per annum is spent on 
new books by Public Libraries and one has only to use a little mental 
calculation and divide this among the Booksellers throughout the 
country to see how small the amount really is. 

Regarding fiction, I think I am right in saying that very few 
libraries indeed buy this class of book new. It would not be policy 
to do so. 

A further argument advanced that publishers should supply 
direct and reserve a small commission to the bookseller is, to say 
the least of it, Gilbertian. Firstly, this would mean the elimination 
of the bookseller, and no self-respecting publisher would attempt 
to further such a catastrophe. The additional book-keeping involved 
would, moreover, make this suggestion impossible from the pub- 
lisher’s point of view. 

In conclusion, I would add that one of the most convincing 
weapons used to get the rate limit removed from our Institutions 
was the fact that the cost of books had increased. 

Yours 
AIR PLay. 


To the Epitor, The Library World. 

I was much interested in Callimachus’ letter in the March 
number of this paper. 

Is this departmental committee really so ore ener | impor- 
tant ? It might have been had it begun its deliberations and investi- 
gations twelve months earlier, for, whether one believes in a Labour 
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Government or not, one must own that, where education is con- 
cerned, they really are the people who get a move on, and they are 
all out for the betterment of Libraries. As it is I am not worrying 
that anything much will eventuate, for change usually means 
increased expenditure, and anything that entails that will in all 

robability be shelved. It is really queer that so many of the 
[fates of our great cities have been ignored, and others, who 
apparently for some obscure reason seem to favour the idea of the 
Sinton Authority becoming the controlling authority for Public 
Libraries, have been asked to give evidence before the Committee. 
Others, too, who one looked upon as quite sound in their views 
upon this matter are showing signs of wavering. 

By the way, I wonder who would be appointed as Inspectors 
if the Public Libraries should come under the Board of Education. 
Will some of our present chief librarians be appointed, or will the 
— School Inspectors come round and teach us our job? What 
a sell! 

The criticism of the L.A. Council prompts the thought that the 
time has arrived for holding the quarterly meetings in the Midlands. 
At present provincial members have to give up two if not three days 
to attend these meetings. There is much business but it is not 
possible to do full justice to all that is, or should be, submitted to 
the Council. The Executive meetings should certainly be held at 
places where the members can attend with the minimum cost of 
time and money. 

Well; as to the Questionnaire, it certainly was no light matter. 
I spent hours and hours and hours over it; then my chairman 
joined in, then the Clerk to the Council and I went through it, and 
lastly we had a special sub-committee meeting, at which the 
debatable points were thoroughly discussed. Referring once more 
to the change of authority, I may say that although a number of 
the members of my Committee are also prominent members of the 
Education Committee (the chairman of that committee is one of 
them) they are strongly against the idea of changing the Library 
Authority. 

These appointments of untrained persons for County Libr. 
systems are, to put it mildly, annoying. I think the reason 1s 
not far to seek when one regards the personnel of the average County 
Council. There is an old saying that “ those who pay the piper 
should call the tune,” and I am mean enough to feel that if I held 
the purse strings in the way the C.U.K.T. does, I should be much 
tempted to pull them tight in these circumstances. We are well 
aware that the C.U.K.T. does believe in trained people, and it is 
hardly wise of County Councils to continue to ignore that fact. 

One star is in the firmament. Dr. Ballinger is again organizing 
a Summer School at Aberystwyth. My advice to all library assis- 
tants who can get leave of absence at that time is to attend that 
school. They will get a good deal of useful practical knowledge, 
have a good time in beautiful surroundings, and return to their 
duties stimulated and refreshed, both in mind and body. 
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